THE   SHAKERS

mind has no possible pigeon-hole into which they can
be fitted. Therefore, the author will endeavour in
these pages to provide so far as possible from his own
experience, or from that of those upon whom he can
rely, such sidelights as may make the matter more
intelligible, and give at least a hint of those laws which
lie Jbehind, and are as binding upon spirits as upon
ourselves. Above all, the inquirer must cast away for
ever the idea that the discarnate are necessarily wise or
powerful entities. They have their individuality and
their limitations, even as we have, and these limitations
become the more marked when they have to manifest
themselves through so foreign a substance as matter.
The Shakers had among them a man of out-
standing intelligence named F. W. Evans, who gave
a very clear and entertaining account of all this
matter, which may be sought by the curious in the
New York Daily Graphic of November 24, 1874,
and has been largely copied into Colonel Olcott's
work, " People From the Other World/'

Mr. Evans and his associates after the first disturb-
/

ance, physical and mental, caused by this spirit
irruption, settled down to study what it really meant.
They came to the conclusion that the matter could
be divided into three phases. The first phase was the
actual proving to the observer that the thing was real.
The second phase was one of instruction, as even the
humblest spirit can bring information as to his own
experience of after-death conditions. The third phase
was called the missionary phase and was the practical
application. The Shakers carne to the unexpected
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